
ITHACA: resilience beyond borders 
Only a resilient society can enable its citizens to live meaningful lives. What are the characteristics 
of such a society? What good examples are there to be followed? How can these examples inspire 
others and how can they be improved? The international project ITHACA (InnovaTion in Health And 
Care for All) tries to find the answers to these questions and is to result in solid guidance for the 
Dutch province of Noord-Brabant.  
 
The province of Noord-Brabant, one of the nine participating regions, is leading the ITHACA 
project. In this five-year project, the partners wish to learn from each other’s innovation policies, 
involving interactive reflections. The province’s project leader is Ms Astrid Kaag: “The approach is 
great. Having this many different parties tackle this theme together is unique. We want to learn 
together how to further the development of innovative solutions, sharing our best practices. One 
example of what we are looking at is how to become better at involving entrepreneurs who are not 
just creating economic value through their companies, but are also having a visible social and 
environmental impact. We should ask ourselves to what extent our policies are already able to 
accommodate such players.” 
 
Active comparison 
“Taking a look behind the scenes the project is extremely useful for learning purposes. We hope 
the ITHACA project can give us inspiration on how to rewrite our innovation policy radically. 
ITHACA’s systematic evaluation of each of the nine regions innovative policies and internal 
organisation between stakeholders are essential: they force you to form an opinion and to ask 
probing questions about our own way of working. Looking in to other regional set-ups it makes it is 
possible to draw   direct comparisons: in what way do the other regions’ working methods differ 
from ours? What can we learn and what could  we ourselves improve upon?”  
 
Unusual initiatives 
“Last April, we went to Liverpool. During the Dutch Design Week of October this year , we will be 
the host country for an ITHACA evaluation round. We want to explain the partner regions in the 
ITHACA project about our working methods and will be demonstrating them in practice. Lokaal+ is 
one of the initiatives we will be talking about. We are looking forward to having the feedback from 
our experts-delegation the ITHACA project. The feedback will finally be integrate in our new policy 
approach.” 


